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THE GRAND QUILT GUILD 

ROW BY ROW PROJECT 2025 – 2026 

BLOCK # 3    November 12, 2025     Due January 14, 2025 

PIECED FAN QUILT BLOCK 

Although the Fan Quilt block first appeared in print in 1897, it was previously a popular block 

for crazy quilts. By the 1930’s the Fan block was a standard favorite block. This block 

demonstrates the amazing thrift of quilters during the Great Depression, when bits of scraps or 

left over fabrics could be turned into a charming and sophisticated quilt. 

 

This block requires a template (sorry) which is included in the pattern. Please remember when 

printing this to ensure the printer is set at 100% to achieve the correct size. 

While some patterns can include 6 – 8 fan blades, this particular pattern requires only 4 (four) 

fan blades.  

The assembly of this block is quite similar to the Drunkards Path block from last year. 

Instructions are for 1 (one) 6 (six) inch finished quilt block. 

All seams are included in the template and are all scant  ¼ inch. 

Fabric Requirements: 

Fan Blades: assorted prints 

Fan Center: contrasting fabric scrap 

Background: contrasting fabric 
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Templates: 

 3 templates (provided page 4) 

:Step 1 Print off the three templates on card stock or once cut out trace onto thin 

cardboard (like a cereal box) Make sure to set the printer at “Actual” or 100% 

Step #2  Using Template A cut out the fan center, making sure to place the template on the 

straight grain. 

Step #3 Using Template B cut out 4 (four) fan blades using as many fabrics as you choose 

Step #4 Using Template C cut out the background. 

PINS: 9 (nine) straight pins (the number is important) 

ASSEMBLE THE BLOCK 

Step #1 Sew the four (4) blade pieces together using a scant ¼ “ seam, pressing the seams 

all in one direction 

Step #2 With the fan blade fabric right side up, lay the background C piece on top, right 

side down. Match the centres and each end and pin in place. (3 pins) 

• It’s important to ensure the end fabrics match up evenly 

• When sewing it’s fairly common to loose focus as you come near the end 

as you are thinking about the next seam 

• The ends need to be even or else if you were stitching this block to another 

the end seams could be uneven 

• now find the centre between the pins and pin in place (5 pins) 

• Now find the centre between those pins and place more pins on the other 

side 

• You should have a total of 9 (nine) pins 

Step #3: Sew along the curved edge of the pinned pair, using a scant ¼ in seam allowance.  

• Use your stylet or the sharp end of the seam ripper to help keep the fabric 

in place. 

• Go slowly, pivoting with the needle down to make a smooth curve. Press 

the seam toward the fan blades 

Step #3 Now attach the smaller center piece in the same manner (although 9 pins might be 

a bit much!!) This is easier said than done. This is a bit tricky. You might find it a 

bit easier to sew this on by hand. 
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 Press the seam towards the fan unit. 

 

This image is from the Drunkards 

Path block from last year 

Now make 6 (six) more!! Happy sewing. 

 

❖ Any issues please email me at davidsonmary@rogers.com 

❖ Next sew day for this block will be at my house 2 Burnett Court Fergus (just around the 

corner from Freshco    Saturday November 22, 0900 – 1200  

❖ Send your complete block picture to Sara Tremblay at sara@tremblaytranslations.com  

 

There will be no December Block as December is generally a busy month for most with 

Christmas etc, so this block will be due January. 

January meetings are ZOOM so please email your completed blocks to me and I will have them 

ready to display at the Zoom meeting. 

Your name will go into the prize pot and will be drawn at our first in-person meeting in March. 
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